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Chairman’s Report 

Welcome back everyone to the bracing air of the Forrester Park lawns. As if Croquet was not difficult 

enough already, we have now got to get used to going round the lawns a different way! Our prompt 

start to the season means the grass has not yet settled into the pristine condition we usually expect, 

but at least the slope at the bottom two lawns has been alleviated to a certain extent. We will have to 

see how things pan out if we get a dry baking summer once again. 

Once the Covid Handicap competition gets under way, following publication of the draw, I will be 

circulating for entries to the Georgie Clarke and Forrester Plate competitions. 

Thanks to Peter Howe and Geoff Macro and their team, for marking out the lawns and repositioning 

the Fixed Sign by the lawns used to attract passing trade. 

Look forward to clashing mallets with you in the forthcoming weeks. 

Neil Clark 

Forrester Plate - 2020 
PRESENTATIONS – 2020 

The presentation of the 2020 trophies was made on the lawns 

on the 6th April having been delayed by the Covid pandemic.    

The following is a press release sent to the Maldon & Burnham 

Standard relating to the above: 

Maldon Croquet Club has resumed playing after the partial 

lifting of Covid restrictions. In the Topsy Turvy world of the 

pandemic the first event of 2021 was to present trophies that 

should have been awarded last October! A socially distanced 

meeting with restricted numbers, was held at the lawns situated 

at Forrester Park Golf Club in Great Totham.  

The Forrester plate, a doubles competition, was won by Martyn 

Hardy-King and Ken Hazell. One of our more recent members, 

and one of the youngest, Tony White was triumphant in the Georgie Clarke Vase competition. A new 

event last season was the Covid Handicap competition, a 

running points event throughout the season with most 

members having to play each other in groups. A unique 

trophy was constructed by one of the members, John 

Hustwick and his family, which was awarded to Graham 

Parker. The Club likes to think that this competition, which 

will continue to run each year, will act as a reminder in the 

future, of Croquet played under arduous conditions in the 

Nation’s history, and the sport triumphing over adversity. 

After six years in office, Gill Stone the Chair of the Club, 

stood down to lead a more carefree life as a playing member. 

A bouquet was presented to her by the incoming Chair, Neil 

Clark.  

,  
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Ready for the Presentations! 

         

 

GEORGIE CLARKE TOURNAMENT 

WINNER 2020 – Tony White 

    

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID HANDICAP  

WINNER 2020 – Graham Parker 
 

  

 
 

 

Please put the following dates in your diaries: 

FINALS DAY – SATURDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 

PRESENTATION EVENING – FRIDAY 12 NOVEMBER 
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SETTING UP THE LAWNS 

2021 

A great deal of work goes 

into setting up our four 

courts & takes a full day.  

Luckily the sun shone!  

Thanks to Pete, Neil, Geoff 

and John. 

 

 

 

 

No rabbits at the moment but we now have a resident pheasant!  I don’t think it makes holes!  

Martyn H-K! 

 

  

NEW EDITOR STILL REQUIRED!!   
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CLUB CAPTAIN’S NOTES – MAY 21 

The 2021 season at Forrester Park has started well (on 12th April), the necessary booking 

through Gill Stone in these early stages has continued to work well ( thank you Gill) (the new 

on-line booking system comes into operation very soon now – great deal of interest in Tony 

and Jean’s Zoom tutorials)), members are getting used to the reconfigured courts and can 

see the advantages of turning them round (thanks to Pete, Geoff, Neil C and John H) and the 

grass is showing real signs of improvement following the preseason work. But we could do 

with some rain!! (at night of course) and someone needs to have a word with our colony of 

rabbits who are back to digging holes irrespective of Geoff’s endeavours of repair. 

 

 

The Covid Handicap Singles Tournament will 

be starting on 10th May and I will be sending 

out details to all forty members who have 

entered very shortly.   

Coaching has commenced through the 

excellent tuition of Jean and Al who have a 

rewarding number of “pupils”. Jean has also 

given introductory sessions to four potential 

members. 

Meanwhile the squads for our two league teams, Pavilion and Lakeside, have been 

assembled and dates agreed for matches against Colchester, Chelmsford, Unity (Sudbury) 

and Southchurch.  Pavilion and Lakeside play against each other on Friday 22 May. 

 

 

 

 

It has been and continues to be a very busy time for the 

Committee – here is our very hardworking secretary 

Philippa taking a well-earned (albeit brief) rest (bench 

refurbed by Geoff). 

 

Loads more to talk about next month …… 

 

CJ 

 


