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Chairman’s musings! 

The playing season is now well under way. The committee have tried to keep us all safe and legal 

observing the pandemic rules, the only obvious failure has been the weather! We are all getting used 

to the vagaries of the new lawns, and by the record of use there are some obvious favourites. 

Hopefully we can spread the load to avoid overuse on some. There are some of you who would not 

have experienced ‘roll ups’, this has been a mainstay of the Club as you get the opportunity to play 

with new opponents, and have a good chat as well. Jean and Al have been honing your skills and the 

low handicap members better watch out, as the use of extra turns can be a game changer. Any 

questions you may have on play or rules interpretation e mail Jean or myself so that the answers can 

be published for general help for everyone. 

The booking system seems to be functioning well and Gill Stone can at last hang up her phone, 

although she claims to have enjoyed chatting to you all! We thank her for her stalwart efforts for us all. 

Another big thank you to Philippa and Martyn H-K, who come hail or shine have been setting out the 

hoops every day because of Covid. You will all know how heavy they can be! (The hoops not our 

Secretary and her side kick). 

Neil Clark 

 

 

   

 

We extend a warm welcome to the following new members: 

 

           Richard Carter 

Liz and Richard Jones 

Roger Pond 

Janet and Ray Woods 

 

We look forward to meeting up soon on the lawns.  We now have 65 members in total! 

 

 

MALLET HIRE - REMINDER 

Don’t forget if you borrow a club mallet the hire charge is 50p per session.  Please put 

your money in the honesty box! 
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CLUB CAPTAIN’S NOTES – JUNE 21 

I wrote last month that we could do with some rain! Be careful what you wish for…. of course we got it 

in bucket loads! The lawns however have withstood the downpour quite well and greenkeeper Geoff 

is being kept really busy mowing. 

CLUB TOURNAMENTS 

We have started the first of our annual club competitions and I think it is timely to just mention all 

three of them particularly for newer members. 

The competition that we have started is our newest, the 

Covid  Handicap Singles Tournament which was started in 

2020 at the height of the pandemic. Pretty well self 

explanatory – open to all members and gives the 

opportunity to use and develop your handicap, improve 

your skills  and to mix with other members of all abilities. 

This year 41 members have entered. 

Next up is our oldest tournament – the Georgie Clark 

Memorial Vase played in memory of one of our founder 

members. This is a singles, level play, knock out 

tournament so no handicaps are used although the results should be entered on your handicap card. 

All members are encouraged to take part and I will be circulating details shortly.  

And finally, the Forrester Plate which is a doubles, level play, knock out tournament in which we 

endeavour to pair more experienced / lower handicap players with those who have higher handicaps 

and / or those who are newer to croquet. Again, all members are encouraged to join in – watch out for 

further details. 

All three competitions will culminate on Finals Day – 15 SEPTEMBER!  Diary date!! 

CROQUET ASSOCIATION NATIONAL TOURNAMENTS 

Meanwhile, the heats for the All England Golf Croquet Handicap Tournament have just commenced 

with 12 members entered and competing for three places in the Area Finals at Surbiton on 26th July 

with the challenge of reaching the Finals at Sidmouth in September. 

EAST ANGLIAN LEAGUE MATCHES 

Our two League Teams, Maldon Pavilion and Maldon Lakeside, played their initial match in the East 

Anglian Croquet Federation Handicap League on 22nd May, Pavilion coming out the winner 12 games 

to 6. As expected, a friendly but highly competitive match much closer than the score indicates 

Pavilion scoring 112 hoops with Lakeside very close on their heels with 97.  

Next up – Pavilion plays Unity, Sudbury at home on 

Friday 11th June, Lakeside away to Chelmsford on 18th 

June 

Chris 

Left to Right: Lakeside – Tony White, Sue Jackman, 

Karen Davies & Jill Joslin. Pavilion – John Hustwick, 

Pete Howe, Jean Healey & Chris Joslin. 
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OFFSIDE RULE 
 

Did you know? 
 
We are all aware of the offside rule when playing; however, hoop 13 (The Golden Hoop) 
involves crossing two halfway lines. This leads to the question of 'Where is offside?' 
 
According to rule 8.1.2, this hoop comes under 'All Others'. This means that line DE which 
travels from the East Boundary to the West Boundary is the halfway line which cannot be 
crossed. 
 
If you are in a tight match, looking to go halfway to the 13th, now you know how far you can 
go whilst avoiding taking your turn from the penalty area! 

 

Tony White 
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Croquet Etiquette - General Points 

 Dress properly. Always wear flat soled shoes. Wear white or light coloured clothing, as 

appropriate, certainly in tournaments and for Club competitions, weather permitting. 

 

 Before the game. By convention, the player with the lowest handicap tosses up. 

 

 In play. Wait until your opponent's turn has ended before moving. Try to avoid the hoop area to 

minimise wear unless you are taking a shot. 

 

 Play as quickly as possible. Try to decide before your opponent has finished his turn what you are 

going to do next to avoid wasting time. In doubles matches, do not carry out unnecessarily long 

discussions with your partner when it is your side's turn to play. 

 

 Do not accept advice (or offer it), the only person allowed to give advice to you during a game is 

your partner in a doubles match. 

 

 Do not distract your opponent by walking about, talking loudly, chatting to your partner, catching 

his eye, etc. Do not stand directly behind him watching him shoot, or directly in front of him on 

the line of aim. 

 

 Be sensitive to your opponent during matches with respect to conversation. Some players do not 

welcome remarks during a game. For the same reason, do not talk to any other out-players, unless 

they clearly welcome a chat. 

 

 Be aware of other games taking place. Stand still if you are in the line of play on another 

court, or near a player about to make a shot. 

 

 When you want to take an extra turn you must indicate clearly and see an acknowledgement 

from the opponent. 

Have fun, and never take it too seriously. As in all team sports, good sportsmanship is a must.  JH. 

CROQUET MATCH TO SETTLE NORTHAMPTON & PETERBOROUGH RIVER NENE ROW 

 Locals in Northampton say 'Nen' but miles away in Peterborough they say 'Neen' 

 First side to win five games in today's match will decide the river's pronunciation 

 Both teams agreed to use the winning pronunciation in all public interviews 

 They have plans to make it an annual tie, so the river's name could change again 
 

“Two communities are set to go head to head over a centuries-old dispute over the correct way to 
pronounce the local river - with a game of croquet.  

Generations of people from Northampton and Peterborough have battled over the correct way to 
pronounce the River Nene, but the dispute will be put to bed this weekend at the local croquet derby.  

The river originates in Northamptonshire and runs for 100 miles through Cambridgeshire and Norfolk 
before flowing into The Wash.”  

The above article was recently published to read it in full please go to https://mol.im/a/9584571 

https://mol.im/a/9584571

