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Chairman’s Report 

Well it looks like the Committees’ mission to irrigate the lawns is turning out well! In between and 

during showers, the lawns have been in constant use and from the in-house competition results so 

far, the coaching and general play has produced many improved players. No doubt our Captain will 

be giving more detailed information on our league matches and Competitions to date. A number of 

members recently played in a tournament at Colchester. The lawns there are superb and our own 

Tony White took full advantage to win the Tournament. He has custody of a very nice glass bowl until 

next year. 

Attached to the newsletter are some detailed notes on the rules of Croquet, with a succinct 

explanation of them to make them more understandable. These have been compiled by Jean Healey, 

and on behalf of you all, I wish to thank her for the time and effort she has expended on the task. The 

notes on playing the wrong Ball in particular will be very helpful. Hopefully we will be able to speak 

with authority on the correct interpretation, especially in competitions and League matches. A busy 

Croquet season continues and perhaps some of us may even be able to have a holiday this summer, 

even though it may be a ‘Staycation’. 

Neil Clark 

 

 

 

CLUB CAPTAIN’S NOTES – JULY 21 

Right now, concerns about irrigation seem somewhat irrelevant as we cope with an excess of grass 

cuttings from our lush lawns as these rather dreary weather continues. Nonetheless the Committee’s 

thoughts on ground improvements continue. 

COACHING 

Jean and Al have continued with their coaching particularly of newer members. This programme has 

been very successful and much appreciated by all. 

CLUB TOURNAMENTS 

The Covid Handicap Singles Tournament is progressing well and Graham Parker is being kept very 

busy recording results. The current stage is due for completion by the end of July. 

Entries for the Georgie Clark Memorial Vase and the Forrester Plate are now closed, the draws are 

made and are being circulated.  

CROQUET ASSOCIATION NATIONAL TOURNAMENTS 

Meanwhile, the club heats for the All England Golf Croquet Handicap Tournament have been 

completed. Congratulations to Tony White, Jean Healey and John Hustwick who have won through to 

the South East England Area Finals to be played at Surbiton at the end of the month. 

Our team for the Federations Shield national tournament will be playing Phyllis Court in the quarter 

finals on their courts at Henley on Thames on 29th July.  Exciting times ! 
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Seven Maldon members entered the Colchester C Level 

Tournament on Saturday 26th June. Many congratulations to 

Tony White who won the event and is now hoping to go 

forward to the National C Level Tournament at Ryde, Isle of 

Wight in September. And …. not forgetting Chris Adams and 

her Colchester team mate 

Gill who together won the 

doubles. A very successful 

day for Maldon - well 

done to all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EAST ANGLIAN LEAGUE MATCHES 

Our Pavilion team won at home to a strong team from Unity, Sudbury on 11th June (see full report 

later) but lost away to Colchester on 23 June. Next up is Southchurch at home on 6th August 

Lakeside’s match scheduled for 18th June against Chelmsford was postponed due to appalling 

weather conditions but play Unity at Forrester Park this week 2nd July followed by an away match at 

Colchester on 28th July. 

A big thank you to our scoring team lead by Gill S who keep very thorough control over our home 

matches come rain or shine 

All in all a very busy and exciting time for the Club!! 

 

Chris 
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Maldon v Sudbury League Match 

On a glorious June day Maldon (Pavilion) played host to Sudbury (Unity) for the first match of the 

season for Pavilion. This is a new visitor team for us and although we have not played at their lawns, 

we know they are in a pleasant setting near the river in Sudbury. The lawns are on a part of the local 

cricket pitch there, and in beautiful condition with grass like velvet. You can imagine their reaction 

when faced with our more ‘agricultural ‘lawns’! 

This soon became apparent when after his first game one of their players requested the loan of a 

heavier mallet from our stock, as his own was too light to get the distance. They soon realised that to 

play us you have to be armed with a heavy Scottish Claymore sword rather than a delicate Rapier 

weapon! 

The format is to start with a Pairs match followed through the day with 4 singles matches, so that 

every player plays each of the opposing team. The games are handicap games so extra turns feature 

heavily and can be game changers. An interesting situation developed in one of the Pairs matches. 

Sudbury led 6 hoops to our 5, their player took an extra turn which struck our ball in front of the hoop, 

and the shot impelled it into their ball which went through the hoop. They claimed the hoop and the 

game. However one of the players on our side was Jean Healey, who immediately pointed out that a 

hoop cannot be scored when using an extra turn even though it was not a direct hit on their ball! This 

was reluctantly accepted by them (later confirmed by their own expert) and we went on to win that 

game 7-6. 

We provided the Scorers in the persons of Gill Stone and Sheila Renew who proficiently noted the 

results. At the close of the day Pavilion won with 11 games to 7, however the difference in hoops 

scored was in single figures, which showed how close each game had been fought. The return fixture 

at Sudbury will be an interesting day! 

Neil Clark 
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Al’s croquet top tips 
 
Play well 
The better you play, the more you will enjoy the game and not be annoyed with yourself for missing 
the shot. And you don’t want to let your partner down in doubles. Be positive. A “lucky” shot wasn’t 
lucky, it was because you did it well. An  “unlucky” shot isn’t unlucky, it was because you did 
something wrong. Next time tell yourself to do it right. Concentrate and... 
 
Keep your head down 
When you take your shot you are “in the dark”, you are looking at your ball and the grass around. 
Lifting your head to see where it goes makes the shot go wrong. 
 
Imagine where you want the ball to be 
Look at the place you want your ball to be, maybe over in front of a hoop or through a hoop. Look at 
that place when aiming. Then take your shot. 
 
Stroke the ball through the hoop 
The ball can easily get stuck in the jaws. If you just hit it it might hit the wire and stop. Aim for the 
blade of grass in the middle of the hoop. Do lots of aiming. Then when ready, grip the mallet firmly so 
you have a clean swing and the mallet doesn’t wobble, keep your head and down stroke the ball 
through. This means you give it follow through so the ball spins. (Your mallet should go up in the air a 
bit). If it should wobble in the jaws it will spin on through. Hit it firmly, don’t be timid. 
 
Use follow through for long shots 
It helps to get the ball a long way. 
 
Hit hard in a clearing shot 
You can afford to hit hard because you will stop dead on your ball. All the energy will go into the other 
ball and you stay near the hoop. The further away the other ball is, the more difficult it is for them to 
hit you. Try to take the shot as straight on as possible. 
 
It doesn’t matter which of your balls makes the hoop 
You as blue and black are in front of the hoop and red is there too. It's blue’s turn and it could take the 
hoop. However if (for whatever reason) blue doesn’t make the hoop then red can sail or jump through. 
So it’s a better idea for blue to clear red hard such that red has a long shot to clear black. 
 
There is always more than one shot you can make 
You may think it's a good idea to trundle up to the front of the hoop. But if the next ball to go is there 
they are just going to clear you away. So maybe clear them or go somewhere that won’t help them. 
 
Always see who is going to have a turn next and predict what they will do 
 
Use your extra turns wisely (you can’t use an extra turn to go through a hoop) 
You use them to enable you to make a hoop. Not to clear the opponent. 
 

 

 

SUNDAY HATS!   

Courtesy of Lynn, Diana, Joan and Maisie!! 
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NORTHAMPTON & PETERBOROUGH RIVER NENE ROW – RESULT OF MATCH 

A croquet match has been used in an attempt to settle a dispute between two counties over the 
pronunciation of a river name. 
In Northamptonshire, the 90-mile (150km) River Nene is known as the "Nen". Over the 
Cambridgeshire border, it is pronounced "Neen". 
Northampton and Peterborough croquet clubs battled it out on Sunday 16 May, with the winner 
deciding the pronunciation. 
Northampton won 7-2 and so both clubs will now use the "Nen" pronunciation. 
 

The full article can be read on the link below. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-northamptonshire-57142457 

 

If anyone ever gets back to The Algarve in Portugal you may want to make 

contact and see if you can play here!! 

New croquet club at Centre Algarve 

Based at the Central Algarve holiday centre for children with special needs, in 

Moncarapacho, is a new club, the AWL Croquet Club. 

Formed with the intention to allow anyone to enjoy and play a game of croquet, in pleasant 

surroundings. The Centre is a fantastic facility for special needs children, with numerous friendly 

animals and birds in surrounding paddocks. 

The club has kindly been allowed to use an unused strip of land, and create a brand new croquet lawn, 

using muscle power and hard work by the AWL members. In exchange for the use of the land, the club 

have initially raised in excess of 5,000 Euros, to enable the Centre to create a brand new gym facility 

for the visitors. 

The club will formally ‘raise the flag’ on 6 June at 9.30am, with donation presentation to the Centre at 

12.30pm, followed by a BBQ, with all funds given to the Centre. 

The AWL CC is seeking new members, and anyone wishing to have a go on the day is welcome. 

Further information from Amanda on 910985520 or Ian on 912629543, or email 

at awl2021@outlook.com. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-northamptonshire-57142457
mailto:awl2021@outlook.com

