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Chairman’s Report  

The Committee have been aware that due to the Pandemic, newer 

members have not been introduced properly to the Club. The lifting 

of most restrictions has meant this deficiency could now be 

addressed. Consequently a chance to get together over coffee at 

Forrester Park was recently held. In the last two years some 20 or 

so new recruits have joined and it was pleasant to see most of them 

able to come to meet some of the Committee, and chat together, as 

well as some presentations being made on aspects of croquet. 

We had been conscious that although the newer members had 

participated in games and had been made aware of the basic rules 

by listening to advice from more experienced players, this was no 

substitute for a more structured advice session. 

Chris Joslin our captain was able to explain the basic rules of etiquette and the various competitive 

events we take part in. Chris also tentatively explored the dark ‘art’ of handicapping!  

Jean Healey has been particularly active in passing on some of her skills as a croquet player and was 

able to expand on this at the meeting.  The coaching that she has carried out on the lawns during the 

lockdown has been much appreciated. One area which she referred to 

was that of refereeing, as we have no CA qualified referee in the Club 

this can make adjudicating on rule interpretation difficult on occasions. In 

casual social play less experienced players have to rely on long term 

members’ views on rules which may not necessarily be correct, but have 

no consequences in ‘friendly’ games. 

The makeup of the Committee was explained particularly in the key role 

of Secretary, who is responsible for most interaction with outside bodies 

and keeping us on the straight and narrow in committee meetings. 

Mention was made of the Social lunches which we normally hold in the 

winter, these are still curtailed, but the presentation evening and a pre-

season event in February addresses this to a certain extent. 

Similarly outside events which provide the opportunity for Clubs and Societies to have a go at 

Croquet, have been severely limited. This a valuable source of potential new members and income to 

the Club. 
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As is mentioned elsewhere Mary Burd is stepping down from coordinating and publishing the 

Newsletter as from January. I am sure you will agree that the diligent work she has carried 

out in this respect has been beneficial to us all as a means of communicating matters of 

interest, particularly in the peculiar circumstances of the Covid emergency. Our thanks are 

extended to Mary for carrying out this task so well. 

The presentation evening was held on 12 November and the feedback received has been 

very positive. This was only the second such event as this, and there was a pleasing number 

of members and guests able to attend. Mary Burd organised the evening which is always a 

nail biting job to undertake, but the format of the event with the quiz to occupy minds during 

the serving up of the tasty meal, a raffle and the chance for the winning competitors to have 

the spotlight shone on them, was very successful. Another big thanks to Mary. 

At the evening, at last the opportunity arose to formally thank Gill Stone, our former Chair, for 

all the years of hard work she carried out on our behalf. A token of appreciation was 

presented to her and a beautiful hand knitted croquet player, sourced by Jean Healey, was a 

big hit with Gill when given to her. 

Neil Clark 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

The Committee wish you all a very Happy Christmas and 

here’s to plenty of croquet in 2022!! 

 

 

 

Newsletter Editor 

 

So I undertook this task with no previous experience back in July 2019. At that 

time as I thought on a temporary basis when the previous incumbent resigned!! 

However 30 months later I am now passing over the reins to Neil Clark for him 

to continue production for the time being. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed the experience on a monthly basis pulling together 

information and photographs to keep members informed of what is happening in 

our Club. I trust you have enjoyed reading the newsletters when they are sent. 

Nowadays they are also displayed on our website and Facebook page so that 

others can see what we are up to and may be encouraged to join MCC. 

Mary 
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PRESENTATION EVENING 

                 Neil Clark current Chair presenting gifts to 

Gill Stone Chair from 2014 - 2020 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
What a super Presentation Evening, thank you, Mary, for organising it. 
I am thrilled with my gifts, and here's hoping that the unique knitted 
croquet player will bring me luck next season; I hope to use the generous 
M&S voucher to buy something appropriate to wear on the lawns. Here's 
hoping that I see much more of you in 2022. Gill. 

 

 

 

 

 

Graham Parker and Roger Pond 

2021 Winners of Forrester Plate 
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2021 Georgie Clark winner – Michael Lager 

 

2021 Covid Trophy winner – Tony White 

 

 

 

 

 

The Chairman welcomed 44 Members and guests who enjoyed our 

Presentation Dinner held in the Forrester Suite.  Table quizzes were completed 

followed by the presentation of trophies and drawing of the raffle! 

    

Pete Howe winning 1st 

prize!! 
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The Lawns 

 

This was the first season we decided to rotate all the lawns through 90 degrees.  Although 

we still have the slope, I believe everyone thought having the lawns in this direction was an 

improvement on the previous layout. 

The work carried out on the lawns at the end of last season also contributed in giving a good 

playing surface for this season.  The wet summer was a significant 

factor in keeping the rabbit damage to a minimum, for some reason 

they appear to dig more when the weather is hot and dry.  Numerous 

people have commented that the lawns were in the best condition they 

have seen at the end of a playing season. 

 

Weeding  

Tractor 

The Committee approved some additional works to be carried out to 

improve the grass for the next season and we have appointed a local 

company, Skippers, to carry out these works as the ground staff at Forresters do not have 

the capacity to undertake this for us.  It will be good to have a local company that specialises 

in sports surfaces on hand to inspect and advise how we can make the best of our lawns.   

The first task was the application of a treatment to kill the weeds and moss, this application 

also incorporated a fertilizer for the grass.  The lawns have been Vertis-Drained to allow the 

winter rains and air into the soil.  This helps to break up the heavy clay. This was my first 

experience of Verti-Draining and I was somewhat alarmed at the size of the holes it made on 

the surface of the lawns, but after two weeks they have all but 

disappeared. The lawns have also been scarified, which has 

removed the dead weeds and clover and also pulled out the dead 

thatch.  We may have to sow some seed, especially on lawn four 

as it had large areas of clover. A further inspection will be carried 

out in early spring to see what additional works, if any, need to be 

undertaken. 

Hopefully, all these treatments will result in an even better playing 

surface for next season. 

 Verti Drain 

Geoff Macro                                Verti Drain 
WWee 

 Committee News 

Peter Howe our Lawns Supremo, has for several years managed the lawns on our behalf. He 

has decided to stand down from the committee role but will continue to do the practical jobs, 

needed to keep the lawns fit for us to enjoy our games on. We thank him very much for his 

contribution to the Club on behalf of you all. 

Geoff Macro has been Co-opted onto the committee to fill Pete’s role, and as can be seen in 

the Newsletter, he has already got stuck in with lawn management matters. Geoff and Pete 

we are sure will be an excellent team to carry on this important task, which is central to the 

game of Croquet. 

 


